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SUB J : GOVERNMENT CALLS OFF ELECTIONS OF NATIONAL LABOR OFFICIALS 
REF: (A) NAIROBI 3169; (B) NAIROBI 3558 

1. KENYAN MINISTRH OF LABOR ON MAY 14 CANCELLED 
SCHEDULED MAY 17 ELECTIONS FOR NATIONAL OFFICERS 
OF CENTRAL ORGANIZATION OF TRADE UNIONS (COTU) WITH 
EXPLANATION THAT UNSPECIFIED PROBLEMS WITH COTU'S 
RECENTLY REVISED CONSTITUTION COULD DISRUPT 
ELECTIONS AND EXACERBATE EXISTING RIVALRIES AMONG 
TRADE UNION LEADERS. NO NEW DATE FOR ELECTIONS WAS 
ANNOUNCED. 

2. RELIABLE CONTACT AT LABOR MINISTRY TOLD EMBOFF 
MAY 14, HOWEVER, THAT NO SUCH PROBLEMS EXIST. 

THE DECISION TO CANCEL ELECTIONS WAS PERSONALLY 
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POLITICAL UNQUOTE. ACCORDING SOURCE, KENYATTA WAS 
AFRAID OF NATIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF PROBABLE DEFEAT 
OF C MES 

KAREBE WHO HAS SERVED AS COTU DEPUTY 
SECRETARY GENERAL SINCE HIS APPOINTMENT BY PRESIDENT 
LAST FEBRUARY. KAREBE, WHO IS LEADING KIKUYU TRADE 
UNIONIST IN KENYA, IS CLOSELY IDENTIFIED IN PUBLIC 
MIND WITH KENYATTA’S KIAMBU GROUP AND HIS OUSTER 
FROM OFFICE AT THIS TIME WOULD BE FURTHER BLOW TO 
KENYATTA'S ALREADY DIMINISHED PRESTIGE. THIS VIEW 
SHARED BY COTU SEC GEN JUMA BOY WHO SAID 
CANCELLATION OF ELECTIONS MADE QUOTE TO SAVE KAREBE'S 
JOB UNQUOTE. 
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